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Published: Tuesday, July 21, 1992
July 10: In a speech to Rio de Janeiro businesspersons, President Fernando Collor de Mello said
the "putschist union has no power." Collor has repeatedly used the term "putschist union" to
describe persons seeking to remove him from power based on allegations of corruption. (See
NotiSur 06/30/92, 07/07/92 for previous coverage of charges and congressional investigation.)
Collor reiterated his refusal to resign and insisted that he will remain in office until the end of his
term in 1995. July 12: According to a survey of national legislators by the Data-Folha company,
62% of deputy respondents are prepared to vote in favor of initiating impeachment proceedings
against Collor. The congressional commission currently investigating the fraud charges has not
yet found conclusive evidence directly linking the president to fraud or influence peddling. The
survey covered 391 of the 503 federal deputies and 48 of 81 senators. Under the constitution, if the
investigative commission produces evidence against the president and issues a formal accusation
against him, a two-thirds majority of the Chamber of Deputies then has the power to initiate
impeachment proceedings. Sixty percent of the deputies surveyed expressed dissatisfaction
with Collor's declaration of innocence and his explanation of dealings with former campaign
treasurer, businessperson Paulo Cesar Farias. In the Senate, only 29% of respondents said they
thought Collor was guilty of the charges. Among deputies from the Liberal Front Party (PFL) who
participated in the survey, 29% indicated that they consider the president guilty and that they
would vote for impeachment now. About 22% said they would support impeachment proceedings
if the investigatory commission produces proof of misconduct. The PFL is part of the ruling party
coalition. An unidentified PFL deputy cited by the newspaper O Estado de Sao Paulo said, "There
is no such thing as unconditional support in politics. If tomorrow they prove a direct link between
the president and corruption, there won't be anyone who can defend the government." July 13:
Federal Police sources told reporters that investigators are looking into the possible involvement
of Farias in a large-scale money laundering operation in Central America. July 14: Collor's private
secretary, Ana Acioli, testified before representatives of the congressional investigatory commission
(CPI). Acioli said funds in the account used to pay Collor's private expenses under the name
of Ana Gomez did not come from Farias, but rather Claudio Vieira, former secretary general
of the presidency. CPI spokespersons said investigations have discovered checks deposited by
Farias associates, while there was no evidence of deposited checks from Vieira. Acioli's chauffeur
previously testified that Acioli served as the broker for money received from Farias for use by Collor.
July 14: Jose Paulo Bisol, deputy reporter (subrelator) for the CPI, accused commission head Benito
Gama and Central bank officials of obstructing access to bank statements of individuals accused
of fraud and corruption. Bisol threatened to resign from the commission unless such obstacles
are removed. Gama argued that access to bank statements and other records was a matter for the
Central Bank to decide. Central Bank president Francisco Gros said tracking down the accounts
of 30 individuals and companies from 22,000 bank offices as requested by the commission was too
"difficult." The CPI is expected to submit a final report to congress Aug. 11. July 15: In reference
to secretary Ana Acioli, Collor issued a statement accusing the CPI of having acted in a "violent"
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and "inhuman" manner "against a mother and a woman." At the time of the testimony, Acioli
was hospitalized for postpartum complications. July 16: In separate statements to reporters, Vice
President Itamar Franco, the CPI, the Federal Police and seven opposition parties denounced
government pressure against ongoing investigations of corruption in the Collor administration.
Franco said government officials had recently interviewed his former spouse in an attempt to
find evidence of unfavorable or illegal behavior on his part. Federal Police commissioner Paulo
Lacerda told daily newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo that "there is a behind-the- scenes attempt to
manipulate who testifies or should testify (in the police investigation). This has occurred whenever
the investigation gets close to the Planalto (seat of the government) or Casa da Dinda (Collor's
residence)." He added that some witnesses arrive "visibly frightened, and others simply disappear."
A government spokesperson said Collor plans to file charges against former Petrobras president
Luiz Otavio da Motta Veiga, who testified before the CPI on influence trafficking by Farias. A report
by O Estado de Sao Paulo indicated a possible link between the influence trafficking networks
orchestrated by Farias and former secretary of state for strategic affairs, Pedro Paulo Leoni Ramos.
Leoni Ramos is also under investigation by the congressional commission. July 17: Local newspapers
reported that according to bank records supplied by the Central Bank, some of the checks deposited
in the account used to pay Collor's personal expenses carried the names of three fictitious persons,
and a deceased individual. Rosinete Silva, Farias' private secretary, testified that she deposited a
large amount of money in the account run by Acioli on orders from her boss. The testimony directly
contradicts statements by both Farias and Collor, who denied having any business relations in the
previous two years. July 19: According to an opinion poll conducted by the newspaper Folha de Sao
Paulo, 52% of the voters in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro believe that Collor should take a leave of
absence from the presidency until the police and congressional investigations into fraud charges
and influence trafficking are complete. [Sources: Prensa Latina (Cuba) 07/10/92; Notimex, 07/14/92;
Associated Press, 07/15/92; Inter Press Service, 07/15/92; O Estado de Sao Paulo, 07/16/92; Spanish
news service EFE, 07/12/92, 07/14-17/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/11/92, 07/12/92, 07/14-16/92; Folha
de Sao Paulo, 07/15/92, 07/19/92]
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